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CAMERON — When
measured by its coastal
wetlands, every year
Louisiana loses the
equivalent of a few
small towns. Conserva-
tionists compare it to the
annual loss of the state
of Rhode Island, accord-
ing to the Louisiana
Department of Natural
Resources.

Louisiana loses
2EET0N 85
square
miles of
coastal
wetlands
a year
due to oil
produc-

tion, lock
opera-  Sen.John

tions, Breaux
intracoastal canal traffic
and other natural occur-
rences. This accounts
for 80 percent of the
coastal wetland loss in
the lower 48 states,
according to the DNR.

Eight conservation
projects dedicated Fri-
day will greatly reduce
the loss of Louisiana
coastal wetlands. Over a
20-year period, the pro-
jects are estimated to
save 7,500 acres of
coastal wetland.

The projects are part
of the Coastal Wetlands
Planning, Protection
and Restoration Act
enacted in 1990, and is
also’ referred to as the
Breaux Act, after Sen.
John Breaux, D-Crowley.
The Act provides
$50 million a year for
coastal protection and
restoration in Louisiana.

“This is the largest
dedication of Breaux
projects in the Breaux
Act,” said Don Gohmert,
of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service.
“It is a national resource.
It is important.”
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A stone weir was constructed to protect coastal marshland in

the Black Bayou Hydrologic Restoration area. The project
consists of a 22,600-foot rock dike built on the southern spoil
bank of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway.



The Louisiana
Coastal Wetlands Con-
servation and Restora-
tion Task Force oversees
the restoration projects
in Louisiana. The Task
Force is comprised of:
Louisiana Gov. Mike Fos-
ter; and representatives
from five federal agen-
cies, the Environmental
Protection Agency, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, Natural Resources
Conservation Service,
National Marine Fish-
eries Service and the
US. Army Corps of
Engineers.

Officials praised the
projects for what they
would mean to the state

For more project
information:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(504) 862-2502

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(337) 291-3100

Louisiana Depariment -
of Natural Resources
(225) 342-7308

On the Internet:
Go to www.LaCoast.gov

and the nation.

“Our main goal is to
sustain, protect and
maintain’ our coastal
wetlands,” said Rollie
Schmitten, director of
the Office of Habitat
Conservation, National
Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration. “All
eight projects today
are Louisiana projects
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Water control structures and boat ramps
line the Hog Island Gully in the Sabine
National Wildlife Refuge. The Sabine
Refuge Marsh Creation Increment One
project, one of eight projects dedicated
Friday, is still under construction.

-but they have national

significance.”

Ten years and
$27.2 million later, five of
the eight projects, all in

and around the Cameron
Prairie and Sabine
National Wildlife Refuges,
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